Phonics in the
FEarly Years
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The Curriculum & Expectations

* Understand the five key concepts about print:
- print has mieaning
- print can have different purposes
- we read English text from left to right and
fromtop to bottorm
-the names of the different parts of a book
- page sequencing

* Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.

* Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words

made up of known letter-sound correspondences.

* Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and

say sounds for them.

* Develop their phonological awareness, so
that they can:
- spot and suggest
- count or clap syl in aword
- recognise words with the same initial
sound, such as money and mother

* Emgage in extended conversations about
stories, leaming new vocabulary.

* Read a few common exception words matched to the

school’s phonic programme.

* Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words

with known letter—sound correspondences and, where
necessary, a few exception words.

* Use some of their print and letter knowledge
imtheir early writing. For example: writing a
pretend shopping list that starts at the top of

* Write some or all of their name.

* Re-read these books to build up their confidence in

word reading, their fluency and their understanding and
enjoyment.

* Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.

* Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the

sound with letter/s.

* Write some letters accurately.

correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.

*  Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.

Literacy
Comprehensaon
+  [Demonsirote understanding of what has been

resd to theerm by stories and narmat fes
using ther cwn woeds and recently introduced

wooak ey,
+ Anticipate (whee appeopriote) key events
in stories.

* Use and understand recent by int roduoed
wocabulary during discussions about storles,
fiction, rhymies and poems and during role ﬂ;ﬂr

+ Say a sound for each letier in the alphabet and at
learst 10 digraphs.

*  Resd words consistent with their phonic
knowledge by sound-blending.

*  Read aloud smple sentences and books that are

consistent with their phonic knowledge, including
SO oomimon exoeption words.
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Foundations for Phonics

It 1s ALL about the pre reading skills, the speaking and listening skills done with our ears
which then provides the children with solid foundations ready for ‘reading with our eyes!’

These next slides will take you
through step by step of a child’s

reading journey...




Nursery — ‘Foundations tfor Phonics’

The old ‘Phase 1’ phonics
Tuning into sounds
Distinguishing between different sounds

Listening & Attention
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AUJ.tEF{Jim Match two items that have the same initial sound
Select an object for alliterative 'silly soup'

(hﬂ“lﬂﬂ%‘ * Suggest a person/object when given an initial sound

inifial sounds)

Can verbalise the initial sound of a word

identify which picture the adult has sounded out (they need to blend and pick picture)
identify which word the adult has sounded out (same as above but no picture prompt)
* Sound out and clap/robot CVC's (segment)

* |ots of physical activities to embed this (SEE SEPARATE BOOKLET)

Oral blending

& segmenting

These 2 areas involve NO visual links with letters! It is all just listening, attention
and speaking!
Training the brain to link sounds together to make words (oral blending - pre
reading) and to break sounds up (oral segmenting - pre spelling)
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Hearing Initial sounds
Blending & Segmenting

Hearing sounds & blending and segmenting become primary skills for reading;

It starts off as ‘oral blending and segmenting’ and then develops into just ‘blending and segmenting’ for
reading and writing.

Blending and segmenting is a skill children will continually use and apply throughout their reading and
writing journey!

This is where some parents start to find it a bit
of a minefield! Hopefully the next few slides to
help you to understand the difference between
the two a little bit more!
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wr—  Hearing initial sounds

STAGE 1: Initial sound PiCthe cards. * Stretchy (stretchy and bouncy explain in a couple of slides) Stick with 1
Parents to model and encourage « Bouncy sound to begin
children to listen and hear the initial * Want the children to separate the repeated sound from the word

sound. Parents to stretch and bounce out |BRRGEECEICUREUS Rl alala el i
the sounds * Yes can you hear the c in cat?! words.

(Alliteration)

with. E.g all s

o 5 o._o o ° ; =
STAGE 2: : Still initial sound picture A B O I
. e Want the children to hear c in cat instead of c-c-c-ccat.
cards. Parents to just say the word and : : SV : :
. . _ * Again model this to begin with but above is your aim!
children to listen and hear the initial

sound.

* Games like I spy
STAGES3: Tnitial sounds but without * Use a puppet to ask them questions — what can you hear at the beginning of fish?

pictures or objects as prompts
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Oral Blending

Blending is the process that is involved in bringing the sounds together to make a word or
a syllable and how /c/ /a/ /t/ becomes cat.

With pictures/objects in front of them
‘where is the c-a-t’ and you want them to point to the

Stage 1 : Blendlng cat. You may have to repeat a couple of times for them

to find it.

with Pictures

Stage 2: Hide the pictures/objects from your child.
‘what picture I am looking at/hiding/thinking of?
Listen... c-a-t’. and you want them to say caf without

Bleﬂdlﬂg Wlthout having to look at the sheet for prompting. Again you
; may have to repeat a couple of times for them.
pictures




Oral Segmenting

Segmenting is a skill used in spelling. In order to spell the word cat, it is
necessary to segment the word into the sounds that make it up; c-a-t.

Children will enjoy spelling if it feels like fun and if they feel good about themselves as spellers.
We need, therefore, to be playful and positive in onr approach — noticing and praising what
children can do as well as helping them to correct their mistafkes.

* Hearing the sounds in a word.

* For example, if the picture is a pig, your child needs to say p-i-g.

* To support them with this, count the sounds, then hold fingers up and
point/press as you say each sound. You may need to do it with them to start!




Teaching your children in Nursery...

* A selection of 8 games to teach, practise and apply these skills.
* Why only 8?
* Share the Nursery Sway
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Reception Phonics — Little Wandle

The Progression

Phase 2 -Single letter sounds
Reading CVC words (pig, cat, lip)
Phase 3- digraphs and trigraphs

Reading words with those sounds

Phase 4- longer words




Grapheme mat

Phase 2 grapheme information sheet
T Picture card Pronunciation phrase
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Grapheme chart Phase 2 and 3
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Phase 3 —
expect
after
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Rhyme association with each letter taught...

T
bt

rhyme. This helps letter formation.

* When we teach a letter, we teach a .
\Frapshgme mat
s s
D

So when children are writing and Sills

can hear an initial sound, to begin P P

with, they can use the rhyme to help RS
form the letter. Z | @

% Z lu.

Children will use this sound mat as a " nk

prompt to help them find and then A
form each letter sound they hear




Example lesson

Weekly grid Reception phase 2 Autumn 1 week 5

Lesson Revisit and .
focus revi Teach and practise

GPCs Pronunciation | Initialiend sounds: Teacher-led hllnd.lng
FI'I.I'I!I What's in the box? | mnemonic words

Independent reading
stpdgockck Open your hat hommer house ran duck ten red hat

uer mouth and helicopter
breathe Independent:
- a R

.

Blending for reading
—now reading with
our eyes!
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Terminology

Phoneme Split vowel digraph

Grapheme Blend
Digraph Segment

Trigraph




Say the word.

Segment the sounds.

Count the sounds.

Find them on a mat.

Write them down.

Spelling




Links with Home & Reading Books

SWAY on the website, Little Wandle Videos

This week children in reception will be coming home with either a lilac
wordless book, phonic pack or decodable reading book.

Majority will come home with a phonic pack — building those pre reading
skills to create a positive start with reading books

NURSERY children will have the library sharing book to practise their
book handling skills. Phonic packs will start with nursery children as and
when they are ready.




Home School Links Book

* Share reading done with your child
* Any concerns, please speak to us don’t write it in the HSL book

* Every 6 weeks we will write a teacher review in the HSL book




Links with Little Wandle and reading books —
Reception Children

* Starting this week — 2 to 3 reads a week

* Most will be on wordless books but reading single words linked directly to
the text

* Some may be on books with words because they can confidently read CVC

words
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Reading Sessions for Reception Children

Decoding session — teach, practise our decoding skills and together read
the book

Vocabulary session — continue to teach and practise our decoding (primary
focus at the stage) discuss specific vocabulary, link to photos and
experiences. Prosody session develops as the children's blending becomes
secure. The vocabulary part of the session then goes in with the decoding!

Comprehension session — understanding what we have read and talking
about. Answers questions and finding answers.




Ebook & EvidenceMe (reception)

ﬁ"’é.mr

Collins Big Cat ebook libraries ebooks

The book they do this week will Parent Guide

Logging in

b c Shar c d Wlth YOU. Via To access your child's Big Cat ebooks, go to: s
. https://ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/ (see right).
EVld CﬂC CMC . Enter the username and password provided by your
school to access your library.

You Wiﬂ get this every Week. A If you misplace your password, contact your school. T

Library

bl b f ‘xfh hﬂd h Once logged in, you will land on the library. Here you will see any books that have been assigned to
ur O at your C as your child by their teacher. You can access a resource sheet for each book by clicking the three dots,

focus ed on and the title O f the then “Resources”, as shown below.

book.
Collins Ebook — get the app if you

can

Username and password will be on :
« sicker in the Front of HSL. book @ evidenceme

Login  Regtster

Curens @ B




Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised Reception ! %Té’.CAT ‘
Child assessment . s A |
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Q Every 6 weeks children will be assessed Q
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Reading Books

* Please do not worry that a book 1s too easy — your child needs to develop
fluency and confidence in reading. Re-reading a book they have had before
helps develop fluency — this is the goal.

* (Celebrate their success!!

e c'Ess!
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Reading at home

Library Book (all) ‘.‘

AN :
.\

Phonics pack - for you to do with your child. They will need your support to
play it. Instructions will be with the pack (reception and nursery when

ready) =
K

Decodable book (physical copy) (reception) &

Little Wandle Ebook (reception) &




Phonic Packs

Blending (Bronze) May have a Lilac Book as their physical book
to handle independently

Sorting initial sounds (Bronze)

hat

Zap those gaps sheet w [

acutina]

Reading words (Silver)

Reading captions (Gold) [ ﬁ ] l pat udca

Pink Books — start of the book banding system
Red books, yellow books apply phase 3 sounds




Just to finish and add to the mix...Common
exception words!!!

* Common exception words — otherwise known as tricky words. We call
them red words because they are tricky. They are tricky because they
cannot be sounded out, there is a tricky bit in the word. E.g. the, was,
SEEN

Children in Reception start to learn these words and they will continue
to learn new common exception words right through into KS2.

They will be given these tricky words on cards to keep and practise at
home as they are taught in the phonic lessons.




Reading hints and tips...

Encourage your child to re-read favourite books and poems. Re-reading helps kids read more quickly and accurately.

* Once is not enough

* Dig deeper into the story

Ask your child questions about the story you've just read. Say something like, "Why do you think Clifford did that?" or “ How do you
think Max feels now?”

* Take control of the television
It's difficult for reading to compete with TV and video games. Encourage reading as a free-time activity.

When your child is trying to sound out an unfamiliar word, give him or her time to do so. Remind to child to look closely at the first
letter or letters of the word.

I read to you, you read to me
Take turns reading aloud at bedtime. Kids enjoy this special time with their parents.

When your child makes a mistake, gently point out the letters he or she overlooked or read incorrectly. Many beginning readers will
guess wildly at a word based on its first letter.

* Talk, talk, talk!

Talk with your child every day about school and things going on around the house. Sprinkle some interesting words into the
_conversation, and build on words you've talked about in the past.




