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Subject Specific Vocabulary  

for 

Geography 

 
 



 Locational 
Knowledge 

Place Knowledge  Human & Physical 
Geography 

Geographical 
Fieldwork 

EYFS Route, road, house, home, 
school, shop, next to, 

under, over, on top, below, 
behind, in front. 

Next to, under, over, on 
top, below, behind, in 

front. 
 

Special, church, places 
of worship, community, 
playground, hospital, 

beach, garden, 
woodland, park,  

 
Countries, America, 
England, Scotland, 

Wales, Northern Ireland, 
France, China. 

Similar, same, different, 
country, America, 

England, Scotland, 
Wales, Northern 

Ireland, France, China, 
life, beach, town, city, 

buildings, food,  
 

Seasons, Summer, 
Winter, Spring, Autumn, 

weather, rain, sun, 
cloudy, windy, cold, 
warm, hot, freezing, 

snow. 

Soft, hard, smooth, 
rough, sticky, natural, 

weather, sun, rain, 
thunder, lightning, fog, 

mist, moon, plants, 
trees. 

 
Natural, plants, 

animals. 
 

Map, shapes, 
playground, school, 

hall, classrooms, 
garden, plants, trees, 

flowers. 
 

Year 
1 

Biddulph, Staffordshire 
Moorlands, Stoke-on-Trent. 

 
Countries, British Isles, 

Scotland, England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland, 

Edinburgh, London, Cardiff, 
Belfast, Irish sea, North 
sea, English Channel, 
Atlantic Ocean, United 
Kingdom, Great Britain. 

Biddulph, Staffordshire 
Moorlands, Stoke-on-

Trent, town, city, home, 
house, street, village, 
factory, farm, house, 

shop. 
 

Biddulph, seaside, town, 
beach, differences, 

similarities. 

Playground, school, 
physical features. 

 
Biddulph, seaside, 

town, beach, 
differences, similarities. 

Playground, school, 
physical features, 

environment, fieldwork, 
observe. 

 
Near, far, left, right, 

next to, beside, above, 
below, human features, 
physical features, local 
area, sketching, maps, 

symbols. 
 

Biddulph, seaside, 
town, beach, 

differences, similarities, 
maps, atlases, globes, 

digital/computer 
mapping, locate. 

Year 
2 

Locate, characteristics, 
British Isles, United 

Kingdom, Great Britain, 
Scotland, England, Wales, 

Northern Ireland, River 
Bann, Loch Ness, River 

Tywi (Towy), River 
Thames. 

 
Globe, locate, continents, 
Asia, Africa, Australasia, 
Antarctica, Europe, North 
America, South America, 
oceans, Pacific, Atlantic, 
Indian, Southern, Arctic. 

City, town, England, 
country, non-European, 

Weather, sunshine, 
cloudy, over cast, foggy, 
mist, thunder, lightning, 
rain, drizzle, hail, sleet, 
snow, frozen, hot, cold, 
humid, hotter, cooler, 

temperature, localities, 
Northern Scotland, 
Southern England. 

 
Physical features, beach, 

cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather, human 
features, including city, town, 
village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbor, shop, 

locations. 
 

Temperature, hot, cold, 
Equator, North pole, 

South Pole. 

Compass, North, South, 
East, West, fieldwork, 

observe, school, 
grounds, environment, 
playground, buildings, 

map, key, symbols. 
 

Maps, atlases, globes, 
digital/computer 
mapping, aerial 

photographs, plan 
perspectives, 

landmarks, human 
features, physical 

features, picture maps. 



KS2 Geography Vocabulary 

 Locational 
Knowledge 

Place 
Knowledge  

Human & 
Physical 

Geography 

Geographical 
Fieldwork 

Cycle A Land-use 
patterns, area, 

United Kingdom, 
topographical 

features. 
 

Maps, locate, 
countries, 
Europe, 

environmental 
regions, 

physical, human 
characteristics. 

 
Positions, 

Equator, Tropics 
of Cancer, 
Tropics of 
Capricorn, 
countries, 
continents, 
Northern 

Hemisphere, 
Southern 

hemisphere, 
hemispheres. 

Climate, climate 
zones, arctic, 

temperate, tropical, 
Mediterranean, 

desert, Antarctic, 
temperature, 

humidity, rainfall, 
weather, local area. 

Human features, 
physical features, 

contrasting, 
regions. 

 
Human, physical, 
region, Europe, 
France, wider 
world, Benin, 

Africa. 

Four-figure grid 
references, symbols, 

keys, wider world, 
six-figure grid 
references, 

ordnance survey 
maps. 

 
Atlases, globes, 
digital/computer 

mapping, fieldwork, 
observe, measure, 

record, human 
features, physical 

features, local area, 
sketch maps, plan, 

graphs. 
 

Fieldwork, observe, 
measure, record, 
human features, 
physical features, 
local area, sketch 

maps, plan, graphs. 

Cycle B Locate, cities, 
United Kingdom, 

topographical 
features, land-
use patterns. 

 
Locate, cities, 
Europe, Italy. 

 
Equator, Tropics 

of Cancer, 
Tropics of 
Capricorn, 
countries, 
continents, 
Africa, Asia, 
Antarctica, 
Australasia, 

Europe, South 
America North 

America, 
Northern 

hemisphere, 
Southern 

hemisphere, 
hemispheres. 

Settlements, towns, 
villages. 

 
Earthquakes, 
mountains, 

volcanoes, epicentre, 
aftershock, tectonic 
plates, magnitude, 

Richter scale, 
foreshock, main 
shock, seismic 

waves, volcano, 
magma chamber, 
lava, crater, ash 

cloud, active 
volcano, dormant 
volcano, eruption, 
ring of fire, extinct 

volcano, pyroclastic 
flow, mountainous 

areas, urban areas. 
 

Global warming, 
implications, 

consequences. 

Similarities, 
differences, 
contrasting, 

region. 
 

Human, physical, 
wider world, 

France, Benin, 
Africa. 

Fieldwork, observe, 
measure, record, 
human features, 
physical features, 
local area, sketch 

maps, plan, graphs. 
 

Maps, keys, atlases, 
globes, 

digital/computer 
mapping, fieldwork, 
observe, measure, 

record, human 
features, physical 

features, local area, 
sketch maps, plan, 

graphs. 
 

Compass, eight 
points, North, North 
East, East, South 

East, South, South 
West, West, North 

West. 

 


